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from the very start. As early as the mid-1990s, researchers were
experimenting with asynchronous Web-based professional
development and concluded that “virtual forums” were beneficial in
“contributing to continuing education for professionals” (Anderson
& Kanuka, 1997).

Collected data from each workshop—a pre and post survey, a
portfolio of written work, and an end-of-workshop anonymous
evaluation — is available to gauge the impact of CyberSmart! Online
Professional Development. In addition, a real-time progress
monitoring report on every participant is continuously available
online for school or district administrators. This also permits
facilitators to identify reluctant learners immediately and

intervene effectively.

CyberSmart! Online Professional Development
Addresses Standards

v Designed to meet the Standards for Staff Development from the
National Staff Development Council (National Staff Development
Council, 2001). The NSDC standards describe the characteristics
of high-quality professional development with the goal of student
success. Correlations are available upon request.

v Designed to meet the ISTE Educational Technology Standards and
Performance Indicators for All Teachers (International Society for
Technology in Education, 2000). These ISTE standards are
intended to describe what all American teachers should know
and be able to do with electronic technology as well as provide
guidance for pre-service teacher preparation programs.
Correlations are available upon request.

v Designed to help teachers help their students meet the ISTE
Educational Technology Standards and Performance Indicators
for Students.
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Conclusion

CyberSmart! Online Professional Development builds on the
phenomenally successful CyberSmart! Student Curriculum,
addressing the same issues and objectives for educators that the
Curriculum has taught to students for more than five years. It
responds to the growing demand to train educators to support
student learning of standards-based 21st Century Skills. These skills
are identified by state and national standards, business leaders,
educators, and policy makers as critical to students’ learning,
achievement, and success in today’s digital world.

Designed and facilitated by educators for educators, the friendly
and dynamic interactive format of CyberSmart! Online Professional
Development appeals to diverse learners of varying levels of
technological proficiency.

By engaging teachers hands-on in the same kinds of learning they
are expected to facilitate in the classroom within a professional
learning community, CyberSmart! Online Professional Development
provides a uniquely supportive environment to transform learning to
meet the demands of the 21st Century.
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